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mitorial: On Hatred

» Dr. Dvorah Wagner

Hostility, hatred, enmity, loathing,
malice, evil. What is it about
us, the Jews, that ignites such
powerful negative emotions? Is
Jew hatred an immutable law of
nature? Are we truly so different
from other nations? Is our very
existence a provocation?

What happens to the Jew who
chooses to recognize in the
mirror of reality the reflection of
the world's oldest hatred? Time
and again throughout history
such a mirror has been held up
—again in our own days. The
guilt of surviving, while so many
have not, coexists with a primal
fear for the future. How many
times have we asked, "are we to
blame?" How often have we, in
a moment of clarity, glimpsed
our image and been unnerved

by its intensity, its beauty, its
truth—truth that grips our gaze
and forces us to confront the
idea—an idea both humbling
and  empowering—that  we
are divine emissaries, we are,
like rays of light from the sun,
expressions of the Infinite on
earth?

And those who dared hurt us—
who ever held them to account?
Yet, so many nations and empires
have vanished, while we remain.
At the time of this issue’s editing,
the objective and measurable
data may seem surprising, even
inspiring: the Jewish State’s birth
rates, life expectancies, and
happiness indices are among
the highest in the Western
world. What is our secret?

Since the  Simchat Torah

pogrom, ancient hatreds have
reemerged from the cesspool of
human thought.

Questions and doubts regarding
our own role and the extent
of human progress have
resurfaced. In what feels like
a continuation of humanity’s
oldest hatred, these words are
being composed in the interval
between running to the nearest
bomb shelter. And Operation
Rising Lion (Am Kelavi) rages
on.

The gravity of the hour, as though
we are moving toward a climay,
cannot be ignored.

In this issue, we have brought
together  written  reflections
informed by ancient themes
with fresh insights.  We
collected diverse female voices

—creators, poets, thinkers—
wrestling with these questions.
On a personal note: each piece
struck a chord; each stirred the
heart. Alongside the recognition
of an age-old hatred, that
there is nothing new under the
sun, that we have no choice
but to maintain a too-intimate
familiarity with the horrors of
war, both past and present,
another voice emerges, one that
will only grow louder: a voice
that recognizes our strength,
our beauty, a voice that calls for
redemption, that calls for God's
presence to be manifest through
our lives, through our flourishing.
The path of faith enables the
truth to shine forth from the
lines written here and between
the lines—a truth radiant in all
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its splendor, urging us to Lift our
heads, stand tall, and proclaim
liberty.

An  omnipresent,  subliminal
hatred, a force in the world,
erupts from time to time. We
are living through one of those
times. The poems and words of
wisdom we have gathered here
are sober, direct, sharp, and
defiant—voices of pain and fury
alongside expressions of hope,
faith, and optimism.

May we know, may we remember,
that hatred is not our only story.
Perhaps it is not our story at all.
Rather, the real story is that the
very existence of the Jewish

people bears a message for the
world—a message of love, of
success, of joy, of peace.

It is a well-known halachic
principle: Esav hates Yaakov.
Perhaps this is an axiom. Perhaps
it is Heaven's way of extracting
the very best from His people—
just as the finest oil is produced
from the crushing of the bitterest
olives. One way or another, we
are living through a formative
time, great and fearsome. Its
shadow looms large, obscuring
the full picture. May we be worthy
of clarity on the path ahead. May
we soon merit to see the light of
the Messiah in our days.

mte: Artin a Time of Upheaval

» Dr. Noa Lea Cohn

In this issue, we have chosen
to spotlight the works of
Chava Erlanger from England,
recognizing the rare convergence
between her artistic voice and
the spirit that animates these
pages. Alongside her visual
creations, we are presenting, for
the first time, poetry in English.
We do this out of a desire to seek
unity and connection over dissent
and dispersion and to bridge the
geographic and cultural divides
that separate Israel and the
Diaspora.

"When the cannons roar, the
muses fall silent,” goes the
saying. Yet, precisely out of
noise and upheaval, with
tears and a broken heart,
creativity bursts forth imbued
with prophecy, precision, and
courage. "Art should be as joyful
as a comfortable armchair,” said
Henri Matisse. But the intention
of the art presented in this issue
is not to comfort or soothe; it
seeks to awaken, not to lull. It
does not aim to idealize reality
but to bear witness to it—not to
deny it, but to sharpen the gaze

and confront it with open eyes.
This is art that does not hesitate
to touch on themes of pain,
destruction, deafening silence—
always with responsibility and with
deep respect for the dignity of
the human being, created in the
image of God, just as the Book of
Lamentations dares to enumerate
horrors, yet does so in a poetic and
precise language, carrying an
inner moral compass—without
relinquishing faith.

The art expressed here is informed
by responsibility—not by empty
provocation, nor by seductive
beauty, but as a moral act
imbued with meaning. The poet
Uri Zvi Greenberg viewed poetry
as a prophetic mission, a moral
outcry to his generation. That call
echoes here as well: the call to
acknowledge wounds, to carry
them gently, not to close one's
heart—and in the same breath,
to offer healing.

This is art that touches evil,
but does not surrender to it; art
that gazes unflinchingly at the
present, yet speaks of the future
in a language of repair.
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51

» Susan Colton

Chalked hopscotch patterns appeared
and faded away

Bikes left out to ride later

Leaves burning near the curb

| remember

Joining others going to and from school
Stickball games in the street Backyards
where we roamed

| remember

Houses played inside or not entered
Bad names we called each other
Dopey Stupid Meany

Until | was called a Dirty Jew
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Cover image: Chava Erlanger ,Scratches, mixed media, Photo: Pip Rustage | 2009
From Holocaust to Revival, oil pastels chalk | 2021

London, watercolours and acrylic | 2017

Holocaust - Past and Present, watercolours and acrylic | 2018

Looking into death reaching into life, acrylic, nails, plaster of Paris on canvas | 2005
Paris attacks, "je suis juif”’, oil pastels and ink | 2015

New Face - Close-up, COVID, mixed media | 2020

PTSD reflection, oil pastels, ink and watercolours | 2019

Skins, bone china, copper oxide, Photo: Pip Rustage | 2009

Walking on Eggshells (detail), pencil, charcoal, watercolours | 2019

Walking on Eggshells, pencil, charcoal, watercolours | 2019

Manchester Bombing, “One Last Time”, watercolours | 2017

Seven of October, acrylic, ink, oil pastels, epoxy | 2023

Berlin terror attack (using cars as weapons), watercolours | 2016

Skins, bone china, gas reduction firing, Photo: Pip Rustage | 2010

A silent voice longing to be heard (detail), blanket, plastic porcelain | 2022
Skins, bone china, copper oxide | 2009

”A Star Shall stride”, silver clay (PMC), Photo: Rafi Rosenzweig | 2012

Yellow star sketches, watercolours, ink, oil, pastels | 2011

Fragility, porcelain, bone china, PMC, Photo: Pip Rustage | 2010

Skins, bone china, copper oxide, Photo: Pip Rustage | 2009

Fragility (sketchbook), oil pastels, pencil, ink | 2010

Scratches, bone china, porcelain, precious metal Clay, Photo: Pip Rustage | 2009
Scratches (detail), porcelain, copper oxide, Photo: Pip Rustage | 2009

Blood, birth and death, cotton, plaster of Paris, glue | 2008

Scratches (detail), porcelain, Photo: Pip Rustage | 2009

Covid (detail), mixed media | 2020

Holocaust Reflection here and there and now (PTSD), cardboard, oil pastels | 2014
Chava Erlanger, Photo: Jon Shard | 2014

Walking on egg shells, sketch eggshells ink | 2022

"A silent voice longing to be heard” (details), oil pastels

2018

”A Star Shall stride”, silver clay, Photo: Rafi Rosenzweig | 2012
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